Chapter 11

Saturday morning arrived and the sun was shining brightly.
There was a song in every heart, and there was cheer in every face.

Tom was on the sidewalk with a bucket of white paint and a big
paint brush. He frowned. Thirty yards of board fence nine feet high.
Sighing, he dipped his brush and began to paint the first board. He
looked at what he had done, and thought that the new coat of paint
was barely noticeable. Jim skipped towards him, holding a tin pale.

“Jim,” said Tom, “I’ll get the water if you paint.”

Jim shook his head and said, “Sorry, my mom told me to get the
water and come straight home.”

“Come on,” said Tom. “T’ll give you one of my marbles.”

Jim stood silent for a moment and thought about the offer.
“I can’t. You know I’m afraid of her. Besides, she warned me about
you!” He continued on his way.

Tom picked up the paint brush and tried to paint, but could not
stop thinking about all of his friends who were enjoying their
Saturday outside without him.

It wasn’t long until he saw Ben Rogers approaching. He was
eating an apple and pretending to be a steamboat. In fact, he was a
boat, captain, and engine bells combined, so he imagined himself
standing on his own deck, giving the orders and completing them.

Tom continued painting and ignored the steamboat. Ben stared
for amoment and then said, “Hi Tom!”

Tom didn’t answer. He just kept on painting.
“Hey, Tom! You have to work today?”

Tom finally looked at him and said, “Oh, it’s you, Ben! I didn’t
notice you!”
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Kapitola 11

Ptis8lo sobotni rano a slunce jasné svitilo. Kazdé srdce jasalo, ve
vSech tvarich byla vidét dobra nalada.

Na chodniku byl Tom s kbelikem bilé¢ barvy a s velkym
malifskym Stétcem. Mracil se. Latkovy plot byl tficet yard dlouhy
a devét stop vysoky. Tom vzdychl, namocil Stétec a dal se do prvni
latky. Podival se, co pravé€ nattel, a pomyslel si, Ze je nova vrstva
barvy sotva vidét. K Tomoviposkakoval Jimav ruce drzel konev.

»Jime, ekl Tom, ,,dojdu ti pro vodu, kdyz to nattes.*

Jim zavrtél hlavou a tekl: ,,Promiii, maminka mi fekla, abych
nabral vodu a Sel rovnou dom.

,»INo tak,“ ekl Tom, ,,dam ti jednu kulicku.*

Jim zavéhal a nad nabidkou se zamyslel. ,,Nemtzu. Vis, bojim
se mamy. Navic mé pred tebou varovala!* a Sel dal.

Tom vzal Stétec a snazil se natirat, ale musel myslet na v§echny
ty kamarady, co si bez n€j uzivaji venku soboty.

Netrvalo to dlouho auvidél Bena Rogerse, jak si to k nému mifi.
Jedl jablko a napodoboval parnik. Zkratka byl lod’, kapitan a vy-
strazny zvon, to vSechno dohromady, a pfedstavoval si sam sebe, jak
stojinapalub¢, dava ptikazy a vykonava je.

Tom dal natiral a parniku si nev§imal. Ben na n¢j chvilku civél
apakfekl: ,,Cau, Tome!*

Tom neodpovédél. Dal natiral.
,,Hej, Tome! Ty musis dneska pracovat?*

Koneéné se Tom na n&j podival a fekl: ,,A Bene, to jsi ty! Ani
jsem sité nevSiml!*
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“Well, I’'m going swimming. Don’t you wish you could come?
But of course you have to work!”

Tom paused for a moment and then said, “What do you call
work?”

“Well, isn’t THAT work?”

“Call it what you want, but I enjoy it.”

Ben looked surprised. “Are you saying that you like it?”
The brush continued to move.

“Why wouldn’tI like it? How often does a boy get to paint?”’

Now that Tom had made painting sound like such fun, Ben
wanted to paint too.

“Tom, let me paint a little.”

Tom continued to paint as if it was too enjoyable to stop.
“No, I couldn’t. ’'mnotallowed.”

Helooked at the boy’s apple.

“Ohplease. I’ll let you have my apple core.”

“No.I’ll getin trouble.”

“I’ll give youall of it!”

Tom gave him the brush and Ben gave him his apple. While Ben
painted, Tom sat beside a tree nearby and ate his apple happily.

When Ben was too tired to continue, Tom traded the next
opportunity to Billy Fisher for a kite. And when Billy Fisher became
too tired, Tom let Johnny Miller take over in exchange for a dead rat
with a string to swing it with. By the time the afternoon came, Tom
was a very wealthy boy, and the fence had three coats of white paint.
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»Hm. Jdu si zaplavat. Nechce§ jit se mnou? Ty ale musis
pracovat!“

Tom piestal a pak fekl. ,,Cemu fikés prace?
,»ATOHLE, to snad neni prace?*

,,Rikej tomu, jak chces, ale mé to bavi!*

Ben byl prekvapeny: ,, Ty fikas, Ze t€ to bavi?*
Stétec se dal znovu do pohybu.

,»Pro¢ by mé to nemélo bavit? Jak Casto dostane kluk moznost
takhle natirat?*

Kdyz z natirani ted’ Tom ud¢lal opravdovou zabavu, chtél Ben
také natirat.

,,Jome, nech mé také trochu natirat.*

Tom dal natiral, jako by to bylo tak zdbavné, Ze se mu ani nechce
prestat.

,,Ne, nemuzu. Nesmim.*

Podival se na chlapcovo jablko.
,Prosim. Necham ti ohryzek z jablka.*
,»Ne, mél bych potize.*
»Damtijecelé!*

Tom podal Benovi $tétec, a ten mu dal jablko. Kdyz Ben natiral,
Tom se posadil pod blizky strom a §t'astné chroustal jablko.

Kdyz jiz byl Ben natolik unaveny, Ze nemohl pokracovat dal,
umoznil Tom vyménou za draka Billymu Fisherovi, aby mohl
natirat on. A kdyz i Billy Fisher byl pfili§ unaveny, Tom nechal
Johnyho Millera, aby se toho ujal vyménou za mrtvou krysu, ktera
se houpala na provazku. A nez pftiSlo odpoledne, byl Tom boha¢
aplotmél tfi vrstvy bilé barvy.
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Tom was quite happy with himself. He had discovered
something about humans- that in order to make a man or boy want
something, you only need to make that thing difficult to get. In fact,
once you call something work, it becomes less fun and less
interesting. Someone can have a hobby they love, but if they were
paid for this hobby it would become work and therefore not as
enjoyable.

Tom sat and thought about his theory for some time, and then he
headed home to tell Aunt Polly.
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Tom byl sdm se sebou docela spokojeny. Cosi o lidech zjistil —
pokud chcete dospé€lého €i chlapce piimét, aby néco chtéli, musite
z toho ud¢lat obtizné dosazitelnou véc. Jakmile totiz néco oznacite
za praci, stane se to mén¢ zabavné a mén¢ zajimavé. Jeden mize mit
né&jakého konicka, kterého zboziuje, ale kdyz mu za toho konicka
zaplatite, udélate z toho praci, auz to neni zabava.

Tom se posadil a chvili¢ku o své teorii premyslel, a pak si to
namifil doma, aby to oznamil teté Polly.

Otazky:

1. Why can’t Tom play with the boys on Saturday?

2. Howdoes Tom get Ben Rogers to paint the fence?

3. Whatdoes Tom get in return for letting the boys paint the fence?
4. Whatdid Tom discover about humans and work?
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