THE ENGLISH PARK

The trees might be the most beautiful thing about England. The
meadows as well of course and Bobbies but most especially the
trees, broad®in shoulders, old, spreading, free, honourable and
humongous trees. I think they preserve aristocratic instincts,
historicism, conservatism, protectionism, golf, the House of Lords,
and other peculiar and old things. I would probably be a labourite if 1
lived in the Street of Iron Balconies or in the Street of Grey Bricks;
but sitting under an oak tree in a park I felt a serious tendency to
value old things, tradition and everything strong enough to survive
ages.

Almost in everything that meets the eye you can feel old,
respectable trees. In fact, one cannot see anything flashily new here;
just the underground and that is why it is probably that ugly. But old
trees and things contain little sprites, eccentric and prankish; as the
English do. They are very solid and honourable; suddenly it rattles
inside, they say something grotesque and then again they look as
serious as an old leather chair; they are probably of old wood.
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ANGLICKY PARK

Stromy jsou snad to nejkrasnéjsi v Anglii. Také ov§em louky
a straznici, ale hlavné stromy, plecité, staré, rozlozité, volné,
ctthodné a preveliké stromy. Myslim, Ze udrzuji aristokratické
pudy, historismus, konzervativnost, celni ochranu, golf, diim lorda
ajin€ zvlastni a staré v&ci. Byl bych asi labouristou, kdybych bydlil
v ulici Zeleznych Balkond nebo v ulici Sedivych Cihel; ale seds
v parku pod dubem, pocitil jsem v sobé povazlivou naklonnost
uznavat hodnotu starych véci, tradice a vSeho, co je dosti silné, aby
se udrZelo po veéky.

Skoro ve vSem, co tu ¢lovek potkdva, je néjak citit staré
a ctihodné stromy. Tady vlastné clovek nevidi nic okézale nového;
jenom podzemni drdha je nova, a proto asi je tak oskliva. Ale staré
stromy a staré véci maji v sob¢ sktitky, vystiedni a Sprymovné;
stejné jako Angli¢ané. Jsou velmi vazni a ctihodni; najednou to
v nich zaharasi, feknou néco pitvorného, a uz zas vypadaji vazné
jako stard koZena Zidle; jsou asi ze staré¢ho dieva.
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I don’t know exactly why but this sober-minded England
seems to me to be the most romantic of all the countries I have ever
seen. Maybe for the old trees. Maybe not: perhaps it is for the lawns.
It is because you walk on meadows instead of on the paths. We only
dare to walk on the paths; it surely has an enormous influence on our
mental life. When I saw the first gentleman walking across a lawn in
a park, I was expecting him to start dancing or that the gardener
would befall him and he would give it to him hot and strong.
Nothing happened and finally even I got the courage to set off
straight across the meadow to that oak tree. [ had never felt as free as
at that moment. It is very peculiar. I think it has a considerable
influence on one’s character and worldview. It opens up great
possibilities to walk other wards than on the path and not to feel as a
scamp or anarchist.

12



Nevim ani pro¢, ale tato stfizlivA Anglie mi pfipada
staré stromy. Nebo ne: to asi délaji travniky. To déla to, Ze se tady
chodi po lukach misto po cestickach. My si troufame chodit jen po
cestickach; to ma jisté ohromny vliv na nas dusevni zivot. Kdyz
jsem vid¢l prvniho gentlemana chodit v parku po trdvniku, cekal
jsem, ze zane tancit, nebo ze na n¢j ptijde zahradnik a straSn¢ mu
rovnou pies louku k onomu dubu. Nikdy jsem se jesté necitil tak
svobodny jako v tomto okamziku. Je to velmi zvlastni. Myslim, ze
to ma znacny vliv na povahu a svétovy nazor. Otvira to zdzracnou
moznost jit jinudy nez cestou a pfitom se necitit jako rost'dk nebo
anarchista.
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