“Good-morning,” Mr. Button said, nervously, to the clerk in the
Chesapeake Dry Goods Company. “I want to buy some clothes for
my child.”

“How old is your child, sir?”

“About six hours,” answered Mr. Button, without really
thinking.

“The babies’ supply department is in the back.”

“Why, I don’t think- I’'m not sure that’s what I want. It’s - he’s
very large. Where is the boy’s department?” inquired Mr. Button,
shifting his feet nervously.

“Right here.”

But when he quickly looked through the boys’ department, he
could not find any suits to fit the new-born Button.

“How old did you say your son was?” demanded the clerk
curiously.

“He’s -- sixteen.”

“Oh, pardon me. I thought you said six hours. You’ll find the
youth’s department in the next aisle.”

Mr. Button turned away miserably. Then he stopped, smiled, and
pointed to a dressed dummy in the window display. “There!” he
exclaimed. “I’ll take that suit, out there on the dummy.”

The clerk stared. “Why,” he protested, “that’s not a child’s suit.
You could wear that yourself!”

“Wrap it up,” insisted his customer nervously. “That’s what |
want.”

The surprised clerk obeyed.

Back at the hospital Mr. Button entered the nursery and threw
the package at his son. “Here are your clothes!” he exclaimed.

The old man opened the package and looked at the suit with
curious eyes.
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,Dobré dopoledne,” fekl nervézné pan Button prodavaci ve
spolecnosti Chesapeake Dry Goods. ,,Chci koupit n€jaké obleceni
pro své dité.*

,Jak staré je vase dit¢, pane?*

,»AsiSesthodin,* odpoveédél bez premysleni pan Button.

,Kojenecké oddéleni je vzadu.*

»Ale, ja myslim- nejsem si jisty, jestli to je to, co chci. Je- velmi
velky. Kde je chlapecké oddé€leni? ptal se pan Button a nervozné
pfitom preslapoval.

,,PTimo tady.*

Ale kdyzZ si rychle prohlédl chlapecké oddéleni, nenaSel nic, co
by novorozenému Buttonovi padlo.

»Kolik jste tikal, ze vaSemu synovi je?* ptal se zvédavé
prodavac.*

,,Jemu -- Sestnact.*

,»Ach, promiiite. Myslel jsem, Ze jste fikal Sest hodin. Odd¢leni
promladé najdete v dalsi chodbicce.*

Pan Button se zoufale odvratil. Pak se zastavil, usmal se a ukazal
na obleCenou figurinu ve vykladni skfini. ,,Tamhle!* vykiikl.
,,Vezmu si ten oblek na figuring.*

Prodavac jen ziral. ,,Ale,” protestoval, ,,to neni détsky oblek.
Mohl byste ho nosit sam!*

,Zabalteto, trval nervdzné na svém jeho zédkaznik.

,»lojeto,cochei.*

Ptekvapeny prodavac poslechl.

Zpatky v nemocnici veSel pan Button do mistnosti
snovorozenci a hodil balik svému synovi. ,Tady mas své
obleceni!*“ zvolal.

Statec oteviel balik a zvédavé si oblek prohlizel.
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“They look sort of funny to me,” he complained. “I don’t want to
be made a monkey of--

“You’ve made a monkey of me!” yelled Mr. Button angrily. “It
doesn’t matter how funny you look. Put them on.”

“All right, father. You’ve lived longer; you know best. I’ll do as
yousay.”

When he was dressed, Mr. Button looked at him with depressed
eyes. He was wearing dotted socks, pink pants, and a shirt which
was covered by his long white beard. It did not look good.

“Wait!”

Mr. Button grabbed a pair of hospital scissors and with three
quick snips, cut at large section of the beard. But even with this
improvement, his son still looked far from perfect. Mr. Button tried
toignore it and held out his hand. “Come along!” he said sternly.

His son took his hand trustingly. “What are you going to call me,
dad?” he asked as they walked out of the nursery.

Mr. Button sighed. “I don’t know,” he answered. “Think we’ll
call you Methuselah.”
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»Zda se mi pon¢kud smesné,* sté¢zoval si. ,,Nechci, aby ze m¢
nékdo d¢lal opici--*

,» 1y jsi udélal opici ze mé!“ kiicel roz¢ilené pan Button. ,,To je
jedno, jak smésné vypadas. Oblékni se.

,Dobfe, otCe. Jste nazivu déle; vy to vite nejlépe. Udélam, co
fikate.

Kdyz byl obleceny, pan Button si ho sklesle prohlédl. M¢l na
sobé puntikované¢ ponozky, ruzové kalhoty a kosili, kterou
zakryvaly jeho dlouhé bilé vousy. Nevypadalo to dobfte.

»Pockej!*

Pan Button popadl nemocni¢ni ntizky a tfemi rychlymi
stithnutimi ustfihl velkou ¢ast voust. Ale i po tomto vylepseni mél
jeho syn daleko k dokonalosti. Pan Button se pokusil to ignorovat
anatdhl svouruku. ,,Pojd’!“fekl vazné.

Jeho syn ho vzal divétiveé za ruku. ,,Jak mi budete, tatinku,
tikat?* zeptal se, kdyz vysli z pokoje.

Pan Button si povzdychl. ,,Nevim,* odpovédél. ,,Myslim, ze ti
budeme fikat Metuzalém.

Comprehension Questions

1. What clothes does Mr. Button buy for his son?
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Jazykovy koutek
Zijmena (Pronouns)

Zajmena, ktera zastupuji podstatna jména, se déli na osobni (personal
pronouns), ptivlastiiovaci (possessive pronouns and adjectives), zvratna
(reflexive pronouns), ukazovaci (demonstrative pronouns), tdzaci zajmena
(interrogative pronouns), vztazna zéjmena (relative pronouns) a neurcita
zajmena (indefinite pronouns).

Zajmena osobni

1. pad 2.-7. pad Cesky

I me ja; m¢, mné, mnou
you you ty; té, tobé, tebou

he him on; ho, mu, nim

she her ona; ji, ji, ni

it it ono; je, mu, nim

we us my; nas, ndm, nami
you you Vy; vas, vam, vami
they them oni; je, nimi, nich, jim

e “I want to buy some clothes for my child.”
o You’ve made a monkey of me!

Zajmena privlastiiovaci

Zajmena pouZivana Zijmena samostatné Cesky

s podstatnymi jmény stojici ve vété

my mine muj

your yours tvij

his his jeho

her hers jeji

its -- jeho (stt. rod)
our ours nas

your yours vas

their theirs jejich

e “How old is your child, sir?”

Zajmena zvratna

myself jé sdm sobé himself on sam sobé
yourself ty sdm sob¢ herself ona sama sob¢
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0no samo sobé
my sami sobé

itself
ourselves

e You could wear that yourself!

Zajmena ukazovaci

yourselves
themselves

vy sami sobé
oni sami sobé

this tento, tato, toto

that tamten, tamta, tamto
these tito, tyto

those tamti, tamty

Zajmena tazaci

e That’s not a child’s suit.

who kdo
what co, jaky
which ktery

Zajmena vztaZna

e What are you going to call me, dad?

who ktery (o osobéch)

which ktery (o vécech)

that ktery (o osobach i vécech)
where kde, kam

when kdy

whose jehoz

whom nimz, jemuz

Zajmena neurdita

e He was wearing dotted socks, pink
pants, and a shirt which was covered
by his long white beard.

one
some (+ slozeniny jako somebody, someone)
any (+ slozeniny jako anybody, anything)
several

all

both

few

much

many

né&jaky, jeden

né&jaky

néjaky, zadny

nékolik

vSichni

oba

nékolik

mnoho (s nepocitat. podst. jm.)
mnoho (s pocitat. podst. jm.)

e He could not find any suits to fit the new-born Button.

Cyviceni

Najdéte v kapitole 2 dalsi priklady z&jmen.
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