GONE WITH THEWIND
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06 | would dance with the Devil

When Scarlett came to Atlanta, she hated Melly and she was also jealous
of her. Especially in the evenings when she was reading Ashley’s let-
ters aloud. Scarlett always left early to go to the room and poor Melly
thought that it was because she missed Charles and his letters. But as
the days went on Scarlett had to admit that Melly had a good heart and
that there was a lot to love her for. Of course not for her looks, because
even dressed in black, Scarlett was the prettiest girl in town.

Sometimes Scarlett spent the whole day with Melly, and it was usu-
ally very busy. In the morning they went to the market to buy fruit and
vegetables and then they went to the hospital where they put the shop-
ping into the kitchen.

Then Melly tried to help the doctors as a nurse. She wasn't trained
but each day she got better. Her calm nature helped the wounded sol-
diers to feel better. She also never fainted when she saw a lot of blood;
her face just turned very white.

Scarlett couldn’t understand why Melly was working so hard, but
one day on the way home Melly just whispered that this was the least
she could do, when her husband and husbands and sons of other ladies
were fighting in the war.

One morning Mrs. Merriwether came to the Hamiltons’ house and
knocked loudly on the door. Aunt Pittypat, Melly and Scarlett were just
having breakfast. They offered her some sweet tea.

‘T know that it is too early for a visit, but you all have to excuse me.
I am here on an urgent matter.’

Melly put some sweet biscuits on the plate, offered them to Mrs.
Merriwether and nodded at her to let her continue.

‘It’s about the ball’
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6
Tancovala by som aj s diablom

Ked Scarlett prisla do Atlanty, nenavidela Melly a tiez na nu Zziarlila. Pre-
vazne po veceroch, kedy vetkym nahlas ¢itala Ashleyho listy. Scarlett
radsej vzdy ¢oskoro odisla do svojej izby a chudina Melly si myslela, Ze to
bolo kvoli tomu, Ze jej chybal Charles a jeho listy. Ako ale ubehlo par dni,
Scarlett si musela priznat, Ze ma Melly dobré srdce a existuje vela dovo-
dov, preco ju milovat. Rozhodne ale nie pre jej vzhlad. Aj napriek tomu,
ze si obliekala ¢iernu, bola Scarlett najkrajsie diev¢a v meste.

Niekedy Scarlett s Melly stravila cely velmi hekticky den. Rano
vyrazili na trh, kde nakupili ovocie a zeleninu a potom si to namierili

do nemocnice, kde nakup odovzdali do kuchyne.

Melly sa tiez pokusala pomahat lekarom ako sestra. Nemala sice
vycvik, ale kazdy den sa zlepSovala. Jej pokojna povaha pomahala
zranenym vojakom, aby sa citili lepsie. Tiez pri pohlade na krv nikdy
neomdlela, len priserne zbledla.

Scarlett nemohla pochopit, preco Melly tak tazko pracuje, ale raz
jej Melly po ceste spét z nemocnice zadepkala, Ze je to to najmendie,
¢o moze urobit, ked jej manzel a manzelia a synovia ostatnych Zien
bojuji vo vojne.

Raz rano navstivila dom Hamiltonovcov pani Merriwetherova
a hlasno zaklopala na dvere. Teta Pittypat, Melly a Scarlett prave ra-
najkovali, a tak jej ponukli trocha sladkého caju.

»Viem, Ze je prili$§ skoro na navstevu, ale musite ma ospravedlnit.
Je to velmi dolezité.“

Melly nalozila par sladkych susienok na tanier, ponukla ich pani
Merriwetherovej a kyvla na nu, aby pokracovala.

»Som tu kvoli plesu.”
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A ball?!’ Scarlett almost screamed.

‘Tknow it is not a good time, Scarlett, Melly quickly apologised: ‘but
it is more a bazaar than a ball. We need some money for herbs, medi-
cine and clean linen for the hospital so we wanted to invite everybody
from the city to help us.’

Yes, that is exactly what we are doing..” Mrs. Merriwether took
over: ‘but we won't have enough ladies to help us sell things. I was told
that we needed two more’

Scarlett was dying to say yes, but she wanted to know more.

‘And why the ball?’ she asked, trying to sound uninterested.

‘Since there are no balls for young girls to meet their future hus-
bands, we can put the two together.’

Tl help you!” Scarlett said and looked around the table. She saw
aunt Pittypat looking for her sniffing salt that prevented her from faint-
ing. A widow at the ball! It would be a scandal! Scarlett could almost
read her aunt’s mind, so she quickly said:

‘My poor Charles would have wanted me to help, I am sure of it.
Remember how excited he was when he was getting ready to join the
army?’

All the women around the table nodded and Scarlett knew that she
had won.

The music was loud, but Scarlett did not mind. After two weeks
of preparations and one year of pretended sadness she was finally at
a party. Her selling booth was covered in pink and green colours and
although she was dressed in black she finally felt alive again. Aunt Pit-
typat was sitting in the corner of the hall and she was talking to other
older women who were surprised to see Scarlett there.
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»Ples?!“ vykrikla takmer Scarlett.

»Scarlett, viem, Ze teraz nie je ten najlepsi cas,“ ospravedlnila sa
rychlo Melly, ,,ale je to skor bazar nez ples. Potrebujeme nejaké by-
linky, lieky a cisté platno do nemocnice. A tak pozveme vsetkych
z mesta, aby nam pomohli.”

»Ano, to je presne to, ¢o robime,“ vlozila sa do rozhovoru pani
Merriwetherova, ,ale nemame dostatok dam, ktoré by nam pomohli
predavat. Povedali mi, Ze potrebujeme dve dalsie.”

Scarlett umierala tuzbou povedat dno, ale chcela sa dozvediet viac.

»A preco vlastne ples?“ spytala sa s predstieranym nezaujmom.

»Pretoze teraz neprebiehaju ziadne plesy, kde by sa mladé diev-
¢atd mohli stretnut s buducimi manzelmi, tak spojime dve akcie do
jednej.”

»Pomozem vam!“ povedala Scarlett a rozhliadla sa okolo stola.
Videla tetu Pittypat hladat jej vonnu sol, ktora jej pomahala proti
mdlobam. Vdova na plese! To by bol skandal!

Scarlett tusila, nad ¢im teta premysla, tak rychlo povedala:
»MO0j drahy Charles by chcel, aby som pomohla. Som si tym ista. Pa-
matate, ako bol nads$eny, ked sa pripravoval do vojny?“

Vsetky Zeny pri stole pokyvali hlavou a Scarlett vedela, ze vy-
hrala.

Hudba hrala velmi hlasno, ale Scarlett to nevadilo. Po dvoch tyz-
dnoch priprav a roku predstieraného smutku sa konecne ocitla na
vecierku. Jej predajny stanok bol cely v ruzovej a zelenej farbe, a hoci
ona sama bola v ¢iernej, mala pocit, Ze znova zije. Teta Pittypat se-
dela v rohu sdly a rozpravala sa s ostatnymi postar$im Zenami, ktoré
boli velmi prekvapené, Ze je medzi nimi aj Scarlett.
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Scarlett did not care what other people thought. She was enjoying
the moment and envied the young girls dancing around with huge
smiles on their faces.

After an hour of dancing the music stopped and the director of the
hospital stepped up to the stage and welcomed everybody.

“You all know why we have gathered here. Our hospital needs
money and our troops too. Do what you can to help us continue.
... And before I let you enjoy this evening I would like to thank
somebody who has been helping not only us but also our men in
Virginia; tonight he gave us a lot money and he also supplied our
city with beautiful fabrics you all are dressed in... Captain Rhett
Butler?’

Everybody was clapping and cheering except for Scarlett.

She turned away from the stage and tried to push back the memo-
ry of her standing in the library with Ashley and him listening to their
conversation from the couch.

She started folding some clothes when she heard a familiar voice
behind her:

‘Good day Mrs. Wilkes, I had the honour to meet you at your en-
gagement barbecue at the Twelve Oaks’

‘Oh, Mr. Butler, I remember you. Thank you for everything you
have done for us. It is truly amazing, said Melanie with gratitude.

‘Scarlett, dear, have you met Mr. Butler?’ she then asked sweetly.

Scarlett was so nervous that she only said: T am not sure, I don't
remember’

T can help you with your memory, we met in the library where you
broke something... he jumped in.

T think I remember now; said Scarlett, looking annoyed.

Melanie turned away and Rhett stepped closer to Scarlett.

‘How are you Miss O’'Hara?” he asked.
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