n the fifth day | understood the secret of the little prin-

ce’s life. First he asked: “Does my sheep eat flowers, |

too?”

“Your sheep eats everything,’| said.

“Even flowers that have thorns?”the little prince continued.

“Yes,"l answered.

“Then what are the thorns for?” the prince wondered.

| did not know the answer to this question. At that moment
| was very worried. | could not fix the engine and | did not have
enough drinking water. | was upset and | answered with the first =~
thing that came to my mind:“The thorns are for nothing. Flowers
have thorns just for spite*!”

“Oh!'l don't believe you! Flowers are weak creatures. They are
naive. They believe their thorns are terrible weapons...” said the
little prince.

I did notanswer. Again, the little prince disturbed my thoughts. .

“And you actually believe that the flowers...”"

“Oh, no!" | cried. “No, no, no! | don't believe anything! Don't
you see, | am very busy with important things!”

He stared at me with a surprised look on his face.

“Important things! You talk just like the grown-ups! You mix
everything up together!”

That made me a little ashamed. He was really upset.

Spite - zlomyselnost
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a piaty den som pochopil tajomstva zivota Malého

princa. Najprv sa spytal:,Je moja ovecka aj kvetiny?”

,Tvoja ovecka je vsetko,” povedal som.

,Dokonca kvetiny, ktoré maju tfne?” pokracoval Maly princ.

,Ano,” odpovedal som.

,Tak naco su tfne?” premyslal princ.

Odpoved na tuto otazku som nepoznal. V tu chvilu som sa
velmi bal. Nemohol som opravit motor a nemal som dost pitnej
vody. Bol som nahnevany a odpovedal som prvu vec, ktora mi
prisla na rozum: ,Tfne su nani¢, kvetiny ich maju len zo zlomy-
selnosti!”

»Ach! Neverim ti!l Kvetiny su slabé stvorenia. Su naivné. Veria,

~ Zeich tfne su strasné zbrane...” povedal Maly princ.

Neodpovedal som. Maly princ znovu narusil moje myslienky.
»A ty vazne veris, Ze kvetiny..”
,Ach nie!” zvolal som.,Nie, nie, nie! Nicomu neverim! Co ne-
vidi$, Ze som zaneprazdneny velmi dolezitymi vecami!”
Hladel na mna s prekvapenym vyrazom na tvari. :
,Délezité veci! Hovori§ rovnako ako dospeli! Miesate vietko 7 V"}w\'

'I/

dohromady
To ma trochu zahanbilo. Bol skuto¢ne nahnevany.
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“Iknow a planet with a red-faced gentleman. He doesn't know
the smell of a flower. He doesn't know what a star looks like. He
doesn’t know what it means to love someone. And all day he says

over and over, just like you:‘l am busy with important things!’ But
!II

heisn'taman... heis a mushroom
The little prince was, at that moment, white with rage.

“Flowers grow thorns. The sheep eat them. And is it not an
important thing to try to understand why? Why do flowers grow
thorns which are useless to them? And | know a flower, one flower
which is unique in the world. It grows only on my planet, but the
little sheep can destroy it. You think that’s not important?!”

He started crying. It got dark. | stopped thinking about my

engine, thirst or death. There was the little prince on my planet

@ S . who needed me. | took him in my arms and told him:“The flower
that you love isn't in danger... | will draw you a muzzle* for your
sheep. | will draw you a fence to put around your flower. | will...” -
| did not know what to say. | felt uncomfortable.
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,Poznam planétu s panom s ervenou tvarou. Nepozna voru
kvetu. Nevie, ako vyzera hviezda. Nevie, ¢o znamena niekoho
milovat. A cely den opakuje, rovnako ako ty: ,Som zaneprazd-

neny dolezitymi vecamil!’ Ale on nie je ¢lovek..., je hrib!”

Maly princ bol v tej chvili biely od zlosti.

+Kvetindm rastu trne. Ovca ich zje. A nie je dolezité pokusit
sa pochopit preco? Preco kvetinam rastu tfne, ktoré su im na-
ni¢? Pozndm kvetinu, jednu kvetinu, ktord je na svete jedinec-
na. Rastie iba na mojej planéte, ale mald ovecka ju moze znicit.
Myslis si, Ze to nie je dolezité?!”

Rozplakal sa. Zotmelo sa. Prestal som premyslat nad svojim
motorom, smadom ¢i smrtou. Na mojej planéte bol Maly princ,
ktory ma potreboval. Vzal som ho do narucia a povedal mu:
,Kvetina, ktoru milujes, nie je v nebezpelenstve..., nakreslim ti -
" nahubok pre tvoju ovec¢ku. Nakreslim ti plot, aby si ohradil svo- P g P
ju kvetinu. Nakreslim...," nevedel som, ¢o povedat. Citil som sa -;"’/ /// "

.. Nesvoj.
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