A Brief Life of Shakespeare

In the register of baptisms of the parish church of Stratford-
upon-Avon, a market town in Warwickshire, England, appears,
under date of April 26, 1564, the entry of the baptism of William, the
son of John Shakspeare. The entry is in Latin — “Gulielmus filius
Johannis Shakspeare.”

The date of William Shakespeare’s birth has usually been taken
as three days before his baptism, but there is certainly no evidence of
this fact.

The family name was variously spelled, the dramatist himself
not always spelling it in the same way. While in the baptismal record
the name is spelled “Shakspeare,” in several authentic autographs of
the dramatist it reads “Shakspere,” and in the first edition of his
works it is printed “Shakespeare.”

Halliwell tells us, that there are not less than thirty-four ways in
which the various members of the Shakespeare family wrote the
name, and in the council-book of the corporation of Stratford, where
it is introduced one hundred and sixty-six times during the period
that the dramatist’s father was a member of the municipal body,
there are fourteen different spellings. The modern “Shakespeare” is
notamong them.

Shakespeare’s father, while an alderman at Stratford, appears to
have been unable to write his name, but as at that time nine men out
of ten were content to make their mark for a signature, the fact is not
specially to his discredit.
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Kratky Shakespeartiv Zivotopis

V kiestni matrice farniho kostela ve Stratfordu nad Avonou,
trhovnim mésté ve Warwickshiru v Anglii, se u data 26. dubna 1564
objevuje zaznam o kitu Williama, syna Johna Shakspeara. Zaznam
jevlating : ,,Gulielmus filius Johannis Shakspeare.*

Za datum narozeni Williama Shakespeara se obvykle povazuji
tf1 dny pted kitem, ale pro tuto skute¢nost samoziejmé neni Zadny
dikaz.

Rodné ptijmeni se psalo rizné, sdm dramatik ho vZzdycky nepsal
stejné. Zatimco v kiestnim zdznamu se jméno piSe ,,Shakspeare,
v n¢kolika autentickych dramatikovych podpisech ¢teme ,,Shak-
spere“av prvnim vydani jeho dila je vytiSténo ,,Shakespeare.*

Halliwell* ndm tikd, Ze neni méné nez tficet Ctyti zpusobi, jak
rizni ¢lenové Shakespearovy rodiny to jméno psali, a v radni knize
(council book) méstské spravy Stratfordu, kde je uvedeno sto
Sedesat Sestkrat béhem doby, kdy byl dramatikiv otec ¢lenem
obecniho zastupitelstva, je psdno Ctrnacti rdznymi zpusoby.
Moderni,,Shakespeare® mezi nimi neni.

Shakespeartiv otec, kdyz byl ve Stratfordu radnim, patrné nebyl
schopen své jméno napsat, ale vzhledem k tomu, ze v té dob¢ se
devét lidi z deseti spokojilo s tim, Ze misto podpisu udé€lali znacku,
neni tato skutecnost Zadnou ostudou.

* James Orchard Halliwell-Phillipps (1820 — 1889) vydal roku 1848
Zivotopisnou publikaci Life of Shakespeare.
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The traditions and other sources of information about the
occupation of Shakespeare’s father differ. He is described as a
butcher, a woolstapler, and a glover, and it is not impossible that he
may have been all of these simultaneously or at different times, or
that if he could not properly be called any one of them, the nature of
his occupation was such as to make it easy to understand how the
various traditions sprang up. He was a landed proprietor and
cultivator of his own land even before his marriage, and he received
with his wife, who was Mary Arden, daughter of a country
gentleman, the estate of Asbies, 56 acres in extent. William was the
third child. The two older than he were daughters, and both probably
died in infancy. After him was born three sons and a daughter. For
ten or twelve years at least, after Shakespeare’s birth his father
continued to be in easy circumstances. In the year 1568 he was the
high bailiff or chief magistrate of Stratford, and for many years
afterwards he held the position of alderman as he had done for three
years before. To the completion of his tenth year, therefore, it is
natural to suppose that William Shakespeare would get the best
education that Stratford could afford. The free school of the town
was open to all boys and like all the grammar-schools of that time,
was under the direction of men who, as graduates of the universities,
were qualified to diffuse that sound scholarship which was once the
boast of England. There is no record of Shakespeare’s having been
at this school, but there can be no rational doubt that he was
educated there. His father could not have procured for him a better
education anywhere. To those who have studied Shakespeare’s
works without being influenced by the old traditional theory that he
had received a very narrow education, they abound with evidences
that he must have been solidly grounded in the learning, properly so
called, was taught in the grammar schools.
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Ustni podani a dalsi zdroje informaci o zaméstnani
Shakespearova otce se lisi. PiSe se o ném jako o feznikovi, ob-
chodnikovi s vlnou a rukavickafi a je mozné, Ze mohl tim v§im byt
zaroven nebo v rtiznych obdobich, nebo pokud by nebyl ni¢im
z toho v pravém smyslu, povaha jeho zaméstnani byla takova, ze je
snadné porozumét tomu, jak rizna Gstni podani vznikla. Jesté pred
tim, neZ se ozenil, vlastnil pozemky a obd¢laval svou vlastni pidu.
Spolu s manzelkou, Mary Arden, dcerou zemana, ziskal pozemek
v Asbies, velky 56 akri. William byl tieti dite. Dvé star$i déti byly
dcery a ob¢ pravdépodobné zemtely v détstvi. Po ném se narodili tii
synov¢ a dcera. Alespon deset nebo dvanact let po Shakespearove
narozeni Zil jeho otec nadale v dobrych pomérech. V roce 1568 byl
vrchnim soudnim zfizencem nebo smirc¢im soudcem ve Stratfordu
a pak m¢l po mnoha 1éta poté postaveni radniho, tak jako jim byl
kdysi po tfi 1éta. Je pfirozené predpokladat, Ze pii dosaZeni deseti let
veku tedy William Shakespeare mél to nejlepsi vzdélani, které mu
Stratford mohl doprat. Ve meésté byla vSem chlapcim mésta
oteviena bezplatna Skola, kterd, tak jako vSechna gymnazia t€¢ doby,
bylafizena muzi. Ti, jakozto absolventi univerzit, byli kvalifikovani
pro Sifeni fadného vzdélani, které bylo kdysi chloubou Anglie. Neni
zadny doklad o tom, ze Shakespeare do té Skoly chodil, ale neni
rozumného divodu k pochybnostem o tom, Ze se tam vzdélaval.
Nikde jinde mu jeho otec nemohl obstarat lepsi vzdélani. Ti, kdo
studovali Shakespeareovo dilo, aniz by byli ovlivnéni starou
tradi¢ni teorii, ze mél velmi omezené vzdélani, maji mnoho dikaz,
ze mél solidni vzdélani, presnéjifeCeno, ze studoval gymnazium.
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There are local associations connected with Stratford which
could not be without their influence in the formation of young
Shakespeare’s mind. Within the range of such a boy’s curiosity were
the fine old historic towns of Warwick and Coventry, the sumptuous
palace of Kenilworth, the grand monastic remains of Evesham. His
own Avon abounded with spots of singular beauty, quiet hamlets,
solitary woods. Nor was Stratford shut out from the general world,
as many country towns are. It was a great highway, and dealers with
every variety of merchandise resorted to its markets. The eyes of the
poet dramatist must always have been open for observation. But
nothing is known positively of Shakespeare from his birth to his
marriage to Anne Hathaway in 1582, and from that date nothing but
the birth of three children until we find him an actor in London about
1589.

How long acting continued to be Shakespeare’s sole profession
we have no means of knowing, but it is in the highest degree
probable that very soon after arriving in London he began that work
ofadaptation by which he is known to have begun his literary career.
To improve and alter older plays not up to the standard that was
required at the time was a common practice even among the best
dramatists of the day, and Shakespeare’s abilities would speedily
mark him out as eminently fitted for this kind of work. When the
alterations in plays originally composed by other writers became
very extensive, the work of adaptation would become in reality a
work of creation. And this is exactly what we have examples of in a
few of Shakespeare’s early works, which are known to have been
founded on older plays.

It is unnecessary here to extol the published works of the world’s
greatest dramatist. Criticism has been exhausted upon them, and the
finest minds of England, Germany, and America have devoted their
powers to an elucidation of their worth.
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Se Stratfordem jsou spojeny mistni asociace, které nemohly
neovlivnit utvafeni mladé Shakespearovy mysli. V dosahu takové
chlapecké zvédavosti byla krasna stara historickd mésta Warwick
a Coventry, ptepychovy palac Kenilworth, velkolepé klasterni
ziiceniny Evesham. Jeho vlastni Avona oplyvala misty jedinecné
krasy, klidnymi viskami, osamélymi lesy. Stratford ani nebyl
odfiznut od svéta tak, jako byvaji mnoha venkovska mésta. Byla to
hlavni silnice s obchodniky s rozmanitym zbozim, kteti jeho trhy
vyhledavali. O¢i basnika a dramatika jist¢ byly stdle oteviené
k pozorovani. Ale o obdobi od Shakespeareova narozeni do jeho
siiatku s Annou Hathaway v roce 1582 neni s jistotou nic znamo.
A od tohoto data, aZz dokud ho nenajdeme jako herce v Londyné
kolem roku 1589, nic nez narozeni tii déti.

Nemame moznost se dozveédét, jak dlouho bylo herectvi Shake-
spearovou jedinou profesi, ale je nanejvys pravdépodobné, Ze velmi
brzo po svém piijezdu do Londyna zacal s adaptacemi, od kterych se
odvozuje jeho literarni kariéra. VylepSovat a pozménovat starsi hry,
nikoli k normé pozadované v té dobég, byli bézné zvykli i ti nej-
lepsich dramatici té¢ doby, a Shakespearovy schopnosti ho rychle
ucinily neobycejn¢ vhodnym pro tento druh prace. Kdyz byly
zmény v hrach plvodné napsanych jinymi spisovateli velmi
rozsahlé, adaptace byla ve skute¢nosti kreativni zalezitosti. A pfi-
klady praveé toho mame v n€kolika z Shakespearovych ranych praci,
o kterych je zndmo, Ze byly nalezeny ve starSich hrach.

Neni tfeba vychvalovat vydané prace nejvétsiho svétového
dramatika. Byly posouzeny vycerpavajicim zptisobem a na objas-
néni jejich hodnoty vénovali své sily nejlepsi duchové Anglie,
Némecka a Ameriky.
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